Benefits of RIPA Membership

(Updated 2012)

Highlights

- Promotes greater use of reusable industrial packaging.  The group’s diverse membership includes reconditioners, manufacturers, and suppliers.

- Ensures product-specific focus though its steel drum, plastic drum, fiber drum, and IBC Product Groups.

- Represents the industry in international standards-setting organizations.

- Provides regulatory compliance assistance and representation before governmental agencies, state legislatures, and the U.S. Congress.

- Produces the industry’s leading newsletter and Web page.

- Hosts two national meetings annually offering educational, business and technical programs.

RIPA Member Services

· Serves as the voice and representative of members before all governmental and standards-setting bodies.

· Maintains Codes of Practice that members pledge to abide by for the reconditioning of:

   - Steel Drums


   - Plastic Drums


   - Fiber Drums


   - Intermediate Bulk Containers

· Manages the Responsible Packaging Management Program.  RPM is a comprehensive industry compliance program focusing on regulatory compliance and responsible business practices.

· Administers the Reconditioners Network (RECONET is a member-referral service aiding in the collection of empty packagings).

· Operates and maintains a Web Page, www.reusablepackaging.org, providing access to current events, member contacts, meeting information, and more. Members and customers use the site for business and information purposes.

· Publishes the leading industry journal, Reusable Packaging Today, describing industry developments, and providing an advertising platform for members.

· Oversees MSDS Fax-on-Demand, an inexpensive subscription service that facilitates member compliance with OSHA’s Hazard Communication standard.

· Collects and publishes industry data (e.g., size of market, industry profile).

· Provides advice and guidance to all members on technical issues, regulatory compliance, legal issues, etc. 

· General Counsel offers advice to members on legal matters.

· Hosts an Annual Conference and a Technical Conference every year.  The Annual Conference includes supplier exhibits, and regulatory and business presentations.  The Technical Meeting features a plant tour and targeted technical sessions.

· Holds Product Group meetings at least twice each year for Steel Drums, Plastic Drums, Fiber Drums, and Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs).  The Product Groups discuss packaging-specific issues, and recommend association policies to the Board.

· Produces and distributes a directory of RIPA members offering key contact and product-line information.
RIPA Legislative and Regulatory Services

· Provides industry input to Congress and State Legislatures.  Accomplishments include: 

- Amending the federal Superfund law to prevent unnecessary scrapping and disposal of reusable 

empty containers.

- Prevented improper federal regulation of drum furnace operations.


- Gained passage of federal mandate to promote reusable industrial packaging.


- Prevented federally mandated design test exclusion for certain packagings. 

- Chairs a national task group advocating reauthorization and reform of Hazardous Materials 
Transportation Act.


- Worked with California Task Group to prevent regulation of reconditioners as hazardous waste 
facilities.

- Assisted California members write state “drip-dry” regulation for empty drums.

· Advises DOT, EPA, OSHA and other federal and state regulatory agencies on issues affecting reusable industrial packaging, including package testing, paint and coatings emissions for steel packaging, worker safety thresholds for “Hazardous Air Pollutants,” the design and performance of pollution controls for the industry, and wastewater treatment issues.  Major accomplishments include:

- Obtained selective testing approval for steel drum design-types.

- Obtained SIC Code classifications favorable to association members.

- Assisted in the creation of DOT and EPA definitions for “empty container.”

- Clarified minimum thickness requirements for reconditioning of industrial packagings.

· Provides members Regulatory Alerts, Technical Bulletins and Compliance Guides on DOT, OSHA, and EPA requirements.

· Offers members HazMat Employee training materials and information.

· Amended NFPA 30 Fire Code “relieving-style plug” rule to include reconditioned steel drums.

· Serves on MH-2 Task Force responsible for updating the ANSI Standard for Steel Drums and Pails.

RIPA International Services

· Holds observer status at United Nations Committee of Experts on Transport of Dangerous Goods.  Accomplishments include:

- Development of practical international requirements for reconditioning and remanufacturing steel 
drums and plastic drums. These requirements now appear in the UN Model Regulations.

- Chair ISO Subcommittee writing new definitions for “environmental packaging.”


- Wrote successful UN proposal harmonizing international IBC reprocessing rules.

- Led group that developed a successful UN provision authorizing the use of plastic regrind for 
manufacture of new plastic drums.  This provision has been adopted by DOT as a U.S. regulation

- Successfully led opposition to proposals from Spanish and U.S. DOT efforts to mandate design type 
vibration test for all non-bulk packagings. 

· Founding member and current member of the Governing Board of the International Confederation of Container Reconditioners.  ICCR includes representatives of reconditioners’ associations from Japan, Europe, Australasia and North America.

· Serves on South African Bureau of Standards Advisory Committee on Industrial Packaging Standards.

· Helped negotiate Canadian reconditioning standard for steel and plastic drums.
Other RIPA Services

· Serve as liaison with key organizations, including customer groups (e.g., CPC, PPC, SSCI, PDI).

· Commissioned life-cycle comparative environmental and cost assessment for single-trip vs. multi-trip steel drum systems.

· Works with all other major associations with interest in hazardous materials transportation and packaging issues.  

· Represents members’ interests in the media and to the public.
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